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Imagine The Possibilities
Book Your Event or Wedding



Restaurants, including a one year stint as 
Lead Apprentice for Michelin Starred 
French Master Chef Rene Bajeux. He 
returned to his Tampa roots at the helm 
of Catering By The Family's highly 
recognized and talented culinary staff 

and bringing the flavor of his new 
chef-driven menus.

The face of the 
Catering By The Family-
Mahaffey Theater-

Big 3 Entertainment
catering operation is 

Executive Catering Director 
Sandra Thiebe. Sandra is responsible for 
the Family's day-to-day catering 
functions with Mahaffey Theater-
Big 3 Entertainment. 

With more than 20 years of experience in 
the catering business, her goal is to help 
clients create exceptional and 
memorable events.

For elegant parties, meetings or special 
occasions, book Duke Energy Center 
for the Arts – Mahaffey Theater for 
your next event. With its dazzling 
architecture, dramatic waterfront 
views, indoor/outdoor private spaces, 
exceptional catering and service 
beyond compare, Mahaffey is the 
premiere destination for weddings and 
other special events, large and small.

Catering By The Family is Mahaffey 
Theater’s award-winning catering 
service. Accolades include “Best of 
Florida/Southeast Wedding Caterer” 
The Knot Magazine, “Couples Choice 
Award” Wedding Wire, “Caterer of the 
Year Tampa Bay,” and more.

We’re proud of our awards, but it’s 
our guests’ reviews that make us 
happiest:  “Catering By The Family did 
an excellent job with our wedding at 
the Mahaffey Theater. Working with 
Sandy made the whole experience so 
easy -  it was like having a wedding 
coordinator to ask questions/bounce 
ideas. The food was excellent!”

As one of Tampa Bay’s oldest and largest 
full-service caterers, Catering By The 
Family has earned a solid reputation for 
delivering exceptional food and service. 
Featuring high-quality and locally sourced 
ingredients, Catering By The Family’s 
chef-driven cuisine is infused by Chef 
Steven Gonzalez Jr.'s signature 
flavors and is leading catering 
trends in Tampa Bay.

Executive Chef Steven 
Gonzalez Jr., son of owner 
Steve Gonzalez Sr., was 
raised in the business and has a 
deep-rooted passion for fine cuisine. He 
graduated with honors from Johnson & 
Wales University, one of the leading 
culinary schools in the United States. He 
continued his training in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, working under two French 
Creole Master Chefs. Chef Steven
developed his signature style while 
cooking for the renowned Brennan Family

PRIVATE PARTIES WEDDINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Stylish Catering

Why look anywhere else for your next event, meeting, party or wedding 
than Duke Energy Center for the Arts-Mahaffey Theater!

        I absolutely 
LOVE working with 

this caterer. 
Both personally 

and professionally.



When you choose Duke Energy 
Center for the Arts - Mahaffey 
Theater, the staff will help you
customize your event and personalize
your party at one of many indoor or
alfresco options transformed in
accordance with your vision
and budget.

Inside, you can use the Grand
Ballroom, lush Lobby or exquisite
Atrium overlooking the sparkling bay
and marina. The Plaza, Terraced
Portico and Fountain are lovely
backdrops and settings for corporate
picnics, wedding photos and meeting
breaks. From bar mitzvahs to brides,
galas to signature events and
conferences, Mahaffey is the place
to wow and make memories.

ALL YOURS EXTRAORDINARY VENUES

Weddings & Events

Whether your dream wedding is a sunset or skyline view, 
Duke Energy Center for the Arts-Mahaffey Theater is the place to tie the knot.

Plaza: The popular half-acre
grass-covered area perfect for wedding
ceremonies, happy hour lounges or
basking in the sun during meeting breaks.
The Plaza begins at the theater colonnade
and ends at the extraordinary 
Dali Museum. 

There’s a stand of lovely
crepe myrtle trees 
adjacent to the 
Plaza – easily reached 
just outside the
theater doors. With
seats and benches under
the trees, it’s also the
ideal spot for an informal
meeting, or quiet reflection.

Grand Ballroom: A 3,700 square feet,
with a 20- foot ceiling and an entire wall
of windows overlooking Tampa Bay, the
multi-purpose Grand Ballroom
comfortably seats 250 people. Ideal for
receptions, parties, banquets and

corporate events, the Ballroom offers an
excellent house sound system with 

screen and projector 
for meetings.

Atriums: With towering 
pillars, a steel-and-glass motif 

and royal, deep-red
carpeting, this palatial entrance 

not only features a centralized grand 
staircase to the upper levels, but an 
expansive glass-walled atrium offering a 
breathtaking bay and marina.

           I have used 
Catering by the Family 

for large events as well as 
more intimate 

gatherings. Always 
a five star experience.

“As a professional wedding planner, I rely on expert catering for events large and small. Catering by the 
Family always provides delicious food and exceptional, attentive service. They customize menus to fit my 
clients' budgets, tastes, and styles. Their creativity, flexibility, affordability, and professionalism, are the 

main reasons why I continue to work with them. One example was a recent wedding that was truly 
awesome! Catering Captain Mike and the whole team did an incredible job!”



Taste the Difference
Host Your Meeting, Party or Event at Mahaffey Theater

Chef-driven cuisine from Tampa Bay’s premiere catering companies, Catering By The Family team is fully committed to the flawless execution of every 
aspect of your event, from food to décor. Count on exquisite preparation, meticulously planning and flavorful meals that are as impressive to the eyes as 

they are satisfying to taste that delight and impress your guests! Special menus (gluten-free, vegetarian) available. We excel at
extraordinary desserts, sensational starters and hand-crafted cocktails, perfectly plated. From boxed lunches and buffet brunches to innovative

cocktail parties and plated dinners, we work with our clients to understand their tastes and budgetary needs, and we customize our
menus accordingly. We do it all - display cooking, floral design, and custom party planning.

It’s dinner with a view at The Mahaffey’s
very own Bayside Bistro! Start your
evening with a delicious dinner buffet in the
scenic glass-walled atrium on the water’s
edge overlooking Tampa Bay at Duke
Energy Center for the Arts – Mahaffey
Theater. With a variety of options,
depending on the performance, the pasta
bar and salad is fan favorite as well as the
specialty menus. In addition to Bayside
Bistro, there’s a coffee bar, numerous
full-liquor cocktail bars serving beer, wine
and spirits and for special events, Catering
By The Family hosts exquisite Meet &
Greet pre-show dinners and private
receptions as we did for Christina Aguilera
this year. You can reserve your spot when
you buy your theater ticket. Go online at
TheMahaffey.com

CONTACT US:

Book Your Event
Jill Warner - (727) 892-5746
info@themahaffey.com
 
Plan Your Party/Meeting
Sandy Thiebe, Catering By The Family
(765) 346-0325
sandra@cateringbythefamily.com

Reserve your spot for a pre-show dinner and waterfront view. Bayside Bistro 
serves delectable dishes from salads to succulent entrees and pastas.


